
  
Holy Cross Lutheran Church  (HCLC)  

Minutes  for Counci l Meeting –  October  21, 2020 

 

The October 2020 Church Council meeting was called to order by President W endy 

Lambeth on Wednesday, October 21, 2020 at 1:20 p.m.  Pastor Berggren opened the 

meeting with a prayer.   
 

In attendance were:  Pastor Jim Berggren, Wendy Lambeth, Nancy Beamesderfer, Linda 

Cuzzort, Ricki Finstad, Julie Kilkenny, Hazeley Ruthstrom-Cole, Kay Vaccaro, and Sharon 

Wagner.  Deacon Karen Davidson and John Cooper were not in attendance.   

 

The minutes from the September Council Meeting were submitted by Julie Kilkenny and 

unanimously approved by those present.  They will be submitted for publication in 

Crossties and on the website. 
 

The Treasurer’s report  was presented by Ricki Finstad.  Treasurer Finstad reported that 

September offerings were the lowest monthly offerings in the past several years, $16,182, 

which was $11,385 less than August offerings of $27,188.  Year-to-date 2020 offerings were 

$207,769, which is $96,951 less than year-to-date 2019 offerings.  Expenses for September 

were $28,420, a decrease of $2,633 from August.  Year-to-date 9/30/20 expenses were 

$59,617 more than offerings taken in.  The checking account balance at 9/30/20 was 

$176,413, not including restricted funds.  The Endowment Committee has $1,120 interest 

available for disbursement.  Dr. Finstad noted the decrease in the balance of the Telge 

funds, reflecting payment of the balance of the parking lot resurfacing.  The Treasurer’s 

report was unanimously approved as presented. 

  

Pastoral Staff Reports:  
 

Pastor Berggren reported on his busy month.  He noted that Sussy Terry will be on vacation 

the week of October 26th, and that John Lambeth and Gloria McGarvey will be filling in for 

her that week.  Pastor Berggren will be out of the office November 9 th-23rd, also taking some 

vacation days.  Deacon Davidson will be conducting the Sunday services in his absence, and 

he has made arrangements for the Saturday services as well.  He noted that he will be away 

from Holy Cross December 5th-6th to officiate the out-of-town wedding for a church member.      

 

Old Business and Committee Reports : 
 

WELCA:  Nancy Beamesderfer gave an update on WELCA activities.  WELCA has organized a 

fundraiser, “Holy Cross Days” at Fratelli’s Ristorante, October 23rd-31st.  Fratelli’s is donating a 

portion of those tabs designated as “Holy Cross” back to the church.   WELCA members will vote on 

constitutional items at the December general meeting. 
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Buildings and Grounds:  Council members expressed their appreciation for Alan Lambeth, who 

repaired the windows in the Youth Room and Media Room, so that that portion of the building is 

more weatherproof.  President Lambeth noted that the next project will be to convert most of the 

interior lighting on the campus to LED technology; since every effort will be made not to interfere 

with church staff and activities, this may take a little longer than expected.  This conversion will be 

paid for with Telge funds. 
 

Telge property update:  President Lambeth reported that an offer was made on Lot 2, 

and that our real estate agent recommended the church come back with a counter offer.  

A motion was made, seconded and approved by Council to go with that recommendation.  
 

Advent: Ms. Vaccaro reported that work continues on gathering devotions for the Holy Cross 

collaborative project.  She added that personal calls may be added to ensure that every day is filled.  

Ms. Wagner and Ms. Lambeth are working on a different process for ordering poinsettias for 

Christmas.  Perhaps parishioners would send in special envelopes with the dedication information 

inside, so there is less face-to-face contact in the ordering process; this would also allow those not 

attending in-person worship to participate more easily.  Ms. Vaccaro suggested Holy Cross publicize 

protocols to be used for the Christmas Eve service, so people can decide whether they are comfort-

able attending that service.  To accommodate social distancing, members noted that reservations 

may be needed.      
 

Other:  There were no substantial new developments as regards Job Openings, the 

Financial Review Committee or Social Media.       

    

New Business: 
 

Building Use Requests :   

• President Lambeth clarified that the Pantry will be using the Gym for the 

Thanksgiving meals project beginning November 20 th (through Thanksgiving week).   

• A second basketball team (St. Mark’s school) has requested use of the Gym for 

practice from 3:30-5:30 p.m., November 2nd – February 12th, on Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday and Friday (not including Thanksgiving or Christmas break).   Council 

approved this request. 

• John Lambeth requested the use of the Media Room for CPR classes on October 

31st and November 22nd.  Council approved this request. 
 

Budget:  Council discussed the preliminary draft of the budget presented by Treasurer 

Finstad.  Members will continue discussion at the November meeting.  
 

 

 

 



 

HCLC Minutes for  Council  Meet ing –  October 21,  2020                               Page 3 

 
 

 

The next Council meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 18, 2020 at noon.  
 

 

Upon motion to adjourn, the meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Julie Kilkenny 

 

 


